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In Britain there are only 3.7 dentists for every 10,000 person. This shortage of
dentists makes it difficult to access dental care. Even if one can find a dentist, it is very
costly in financial terms for people who seek dental treatment, because as the recession in
England worsens, the cost of dental care increases. A ‘filling’ or dental restoration can
cost as much as £50, or 9000 Yen, so many cannot afford the cost of going to the dentist.

The situation becomes more complicated if one has a disability. Access to dental care is
difficult, and disabled people do not go to the dentist often because it physically too
difficult to do so. People with disability have difficulties finding a dentist because it is
difficult to treat someone who cannot stay still, as in the case of physical disabilities, or
someone who moves a lot because of a cognitive impairment like autism.

In this talk I shall attempt to explain how dental care in England works, and explain
how it is difficult for people with disability (PWD) to access dental care. I shall explain
how dental care works in England and outline the situation for people with disability. 1
shall give particular attention to the dental care needs of people with physical disability
and conclude the paper with some suggestions that, given my experience with cerebral

palsy and dentistry, may improve dental health care.
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